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Back To School Night is on August 29th  

I look forward to seeing all of you at our Back To 

School informational night for parents.  This is very 

different from Open House.  This is a presentation and 

question/answer session for parents only.  Please plan 

to attend without your children to help minimize 

distractions.   

The evening will begin will be a 15 minute 

presentation in the cafeteria from 6:00-6:15.  Teachers 

will conduct their presentations twice to allow for 

parents with multiple students to attend the 

presentations of two different teachers. Session 1 will 

be from 6:20-6:50. Session 2 will be from 6:55-7:25. 

There will be no time or privacy for conferencing at 

Back To School Night, so please schedule a separate 

time with your child’s teacher if you wish to discuss 

your individual child.  Thank you for understanding. 

I will have sign-up sheets for parents to select times 

for fall conferences, as well.  I welcome you to choose 

your preferred time slot as early as possible. 

The following day, August 30th, is a minimum day.  

So, all TK students will attend from 7:59-11:15 on that 

day.  I will release all students from the classroom 

door. 

Parent Volunteers 

I am so excited and grateful to have parents who want 

to help our class!  Thank you so much to those parents 

who took home some time-consuming projects to help 

me accomplish more during the hectic first weeks.  I 

will definitely have more to come and will be 

welcoming parents to come into the classroom soon!  

 

Starting this year, TK classes in Antioch no longer 

have a full-time aide as they had since the inception of 

this program.  This is a huge concern.  District staff 

members and parents are pleading for the return of full 

time aides in TK, and it is uncertain if this will be 

successful.  We are very lucky at Carmen Dragon to 

have a reading aide coming to us from 8:00-8:30, 9:30-

10:00, and 11:25-11:45, as our Reading Specialist and 

Principal Mark Hemauer coordinated to provide us at 

least some limited support.  This will facilitate our 

small group literacy centers and math centers.   

I also look forward to potentially having a parent 

helper schedule to help facilitate during our centers 

rotations to facilitate art projects and painting.  Parent 

helpers are welcomed to help prepare paperwork and 

materials and assist individual students in class with 

projects.  Parent helpers are not for behavior 

management or direct content instruction, and are 

never left alone with students.  Having parent 

volunteers in the classroom will be a wonderful gift, 

allowing for us to have many small group and creative 

activities, but parents are not a substitute for a district 

employee who is trained and sanctioned for 

monitoring and helping the teacher manage student 

behavior.  

As we are still in training to learn routines, and 

behavioral expectations, we will wait until September 

3rd to have parents begin volunteering in class. 

I will have sign-ups for Parent volunteers at Back-To-

School Night.  😊  Thank you for being patient. 
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Homework 

I collaborate with our Kindergarten team at CDE as 

well as the eight other TK teachers in our district.  

While homework is not required or expected in TK, I 

do have a list of things you can do each day to support 

your child in their social and academic development.   

Our daily homework will be that each child spends 10-

15 minutes reading with an adult.  They can be read to 

and answer questions about what was read.  This is 

essential in their development of reading 

comprehension.  For fiction, parents can pause to ask 

questions about character motives and feelings, cause 

and effect, sequence of events, and recalling details.  

For non-fiction, questions about remembering details 

and identifying the main idea are excellent. 

The other part of our homework will also be to bring 

an object to school each week to go with a letter of the 

alphabet.  For this, we will go in order from A-Z.  We 

will have 5 people share each day, on a weekly 

schedule.   I will have the schedule ready to give to 

you at Back To School Night.  Each child should have 

their “secret” object in a paper or reusable lunch-sized 

bag with their name on it to set on the counter for the 

teacher to keep ready for the sharing time.   

 

Other excellent ways to support your child at home 

Social/emotional development: 

-family game night board games 

-leisurely family meal with conversation at the table 

-preparing a meal or baking together 

-excursions to museums, parks, hiking trails, beaches 

 

Fine motor skills: 

-building with Legos or other small parts 

-playdoh or moon sand 

-drawing and coloring on paper 

-water color painting 

-etch-a-sketch 

-tying shoes 

-stringing beads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Going On This Month in Class? 
 

The students are learning about Whole Body 

Listening: facing the speaker, quiet mouth, quiet hands 

and feet, eyes looking, ears listening, brain thinking 

and heart caring. 

 

The students are learning how to clean up and put 

away materials efficiently and safely, and walk safely 

through the classroom.   

 

The students are learning how to respond to teacher 

signals for stopping to listen to directions and to know 

where to go in the classroom for their assigned 

activities. 

 

The students are learning how to line up one behind 

the other, with hands to self, leaving safe space 

between themselves and person in front of them, to 

walk forward while staying in the same place in line, 

eyes looking forward, mouth quiet and ears listening. 

 

The students are learning to use quieter voices inside 

the classroom and use their playground voices outside. 

 

The students are learning to be patient for their turn at 

different activity stations as we rotate one group each 

day for Literacy Centers, Math Centers and SEL 

Centers. 

 

The students are learning to raise their hand quietly to 

indicate they have a question or a response to teacher 

question. 

 

The students are learning to raise up one hand with 

pointer finger up if they need to use the restroom. 

 

The students are learning letter names and sounds with 

gestures using the “zoophonics” signals and chants. 

 

The students are listening to stories and learning 

songs. 

 

The students are learning about the calendar, including 

days of the week, months of the year, date and about 

yesterday, today and tomorrow. 

 

The students are practicing counting up to 30. 

 

The students are having fun exploring manipulative 

materials for math and language arts, and using our 

blocks and puzzles and dress-up and playhouse center. 


